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Preservation IS Conservation

 


              How to Prepare/ Clean

  TIMBER DECKING, GARDEN FURNITURE

             & ALL EXTERNAL TIMBER 

                     for Oiling

Timber surface blackening:                     “Sooty Mould” is an airborne pollutant made up 

                                                                 of dust, dirt & sugar extractives( Honey dew from 

                                                                 insects) which collects on bush & tree foliage,

                                                                 this is carried down by rain/ wind particularly

                                                                 following a long hot dry spell.

Stains on new timber:                             Tannin stain occurs after rain/ wetting and is common  
                                                                 with new hardwood timbers i.e., Merbau, Kwila, Batu,

                                                                 Blackbutt, Spotted Gum, mixed Hardwood species etc., 
                                                                 these stains are very difficult to remove therefore it is
                                                                 important to wash new timber to avoid “locking” them 
                                                                 under the oil.
Note: Stains on external structures & paths- Tannin leaching out of new timber - to reduce
this a wash  down & 1 application of Woodguard  is recommended .                                              

Timber surface grey & weathered:          Lack of maintenance – rain & sun have stripped 

                                                                 the natural nutrients from the timber

Timber feels rough/furry:                        Timber fibres are raised – sand with 220 – 400 grit paper

                                                                AFTER wash down as below (allow to dry first)

Note: To test timber for oil absorbance it is recommended that you do a “Water Test”

i.e. splash water onto the timber- if the water is absorbed readily, timber is suitable for oiling( after a wash down) if the water  sits in “beads” on top of the timber, sanding will be necessary after wash down (allow timber to dry before sanding ) prior to oiling. 

Preparation procedure for timber showing any of the above appearances, before a maintenance coat & also new timber, before the application of Oil (or Woodguard)
1.  Wet the timber thoroughly with water 
2. Using an Alkaline salt cleaner i.e Organoil WASH-A-WAY (mix 2- 3 caps into standard size bucket of warm water) apply the mixture to the dampened timber surface & agitate with a stiff  bristle brush or broom; allow to stand for 20-30 minutes before hosing off.

         Note: If severe weathering/ greying, etc., is evident using a water pressure
        cleaner in place of a hose may be necessary
      3.Allow timber to dry for a minimum of 3-4 days in good drying conditions before applying
         oil (1 coat only for rejuvenating or if Woodguard has been used 3 months before),
         ensuring that excess oil is clothed or brushed in 1-2 hours after application.
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